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One of our recent writers-in-residence wrote to wish a Happy New Year to everyone

involved with the A-frame. He said, “thanks for making 2023 a stellar year”. There
are always surprises and glitches but for the most part he is correct—for the Al

Purdy A-frame Association 2023 was a stellar year.

It's wonderful seeing our writers receiving recognition. Just to
mention a few, three writers—andrea bennet, Matthew Hollett and
Manahil-were on rob mclellan’s best poetry books of 2023.
Anna Swanson was on the CBC Poetry Prize shortlist. Two A-
frame writers were on the Trillium Book Award for Poetry—
Madhur Anand and Laurie D. Graham.
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Projects that started at
the A-frame are gaining
momentum and we were

B pleased to learn that Felicity

Williams was performing her

Purdy-inspired work at the Ottawa

Liam Burke is a poet and musician, Together with natalie

hanna, he is co-author of mochine dreams {Collusion Books, J azz Festiva I o Royal VV| nn | peg M an |tO ba
202 1) which was shortlisted for the 2022 bpNichal
Chaphook Award. At the time of writing this poem, he was Theatre announced a run of Among Men,

poel-in-residence at the Al Purdy A-Frame.

a play about Al Purdy, Milton Acorn and
the A-frame.

The online Zoom series of workshops had to be

cancelled because of emergency surgery and significant
recovery time of the scheduled workshop leader. The
foundation work (see below) will take all of 2024 so the
residency program in on hold until spring of 2025. No Call for
applications, but there will be a series of other events, workshops

and happenings. Watch for details in coming newsletters.



Above: photo by Shani Mooto

In August we started a new activity—-BYOP, Bring Your Own
Poem, hosted by Elyse Friedman. People were invited to the

A-frame to sit on the deck and read poems. One young

participant arrived with “Alligator Pie” by Dennis Lee.

How great is that?




On October 12, 2023 the Architectural Conservancy of Ontario awarded a
Special Jury Award to APAFA citing its “efforts to restore the historic
property and writer’s retreat, an important piece of Canadian and
cultural and literary heritage.” Paul Elter accepted the award on

our behalf, wearing Al's curling sweater, that usually hangs in

the hall closet at the A-frame.
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The award sparked a lot of press. Fortunately Eurithe Purdy was in the
area not long after so Paul Elter returned to the A-frame for a small

gathering to hang the award.



Canadian Sweater Poets Association

The sweater took on its own life. In October | was contacted by Phil Hall who

informed me that he is the Founder and President of the Canadian Sweater

Poets Association. Who knew?

Phil says, "l was pleased to see the recent press about your Special

Jury Award from the Architectural Conservancy of Ontario, and

delighted to see that Paul Elter wore Al Purdy’s moose
sweater to the ceremony." Up
until
October
CSPA operated
as a secret society,
but Phil decided to go
publicin an effort to

fundraise for the A-frame.

So, as of October 15 2023,

Above: West Coast Phil, membership only involves being a

stylishly matching the
environment. making a $10 donation to APAFA.

poet, wearing a pattern sweater and

If you wish to become a member, make a
donation (noting that you wish to join the

Canadian Sweater Poets Association).

Then email a jpeg photo of yourself in your sweater to

jeanbaird@shaw.ca

New members' photos will be posted on our Facebook page!

Right: Jennifer Still, CSPA member from Winnipeg,

wearing her beautiful Curling Stone sweater.



mailto:jeanbaird@shaw.ca
https://www.facebook.com/groups/300845916699078/

We are part of the Heritage Hub in Prince Edward County. A project some

years in the making came to completion in 2023 and we now have our own

heritage plaque.

APAFA continues to expand its
community programming to new
venues, and to provide eclectic
opportunities for community

participation.

All'in all, you get the picture.

Books are being published, careers are
flourishing, projects are being developed. The

residency program has been running for

Al Purdy A-frame Association in partnership
with Rural Road One presents

Double Exposure

A one-act play

almost a decade and the wonky A-frame still

lists in the wind and spreads its magic.
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The Foundation Project

In 2012 when Al Purdy A-frame Association was formed, the building was
judged to be sound except for outdated plumbing and wiring which were
upgraded to modern standards. Roof and decks were replaced, and the
cinderblock foundation was repaired but not replaced. Since then

the dirt-floored crawlspace has been flooding due to changing

drainage patterns, and this has damaged some substructure.

This threatens the entire structure.

Professional consultation confirms the core building is The cost is
in excellent condition and can still be preserved for estimated at a
the long term if it is raised, placed on an maximum of
elevated concrete rim with a properly sealed $330,000 including
and drained crawlspace and if damaged planning, permits,
structural members are replaced. At accessibility features,
the same time the house will be landscaping, and overages.
winterized, increasing insulation An experienced building-raisers

and installing a heat pump. company has been engaged for

the main construction.

Work has already begun on the technical
planning and permit approvals. Some trees
that were infected, dying and too near the main

structure have been removed. The main contractor
is scheduled to begin work in early 2024, finishing in

time for the resumption of residency programming

in May 2025.

In anticipation of this really significant fundraising endeavour, in

the spring the Board of Al Purdy A-frame Association did a
Fundraising Retreat with a professional fundraising consultant. We
learned a lot, particularly that our organization is fortunate to have such

committed and national support.




During 2023 we ran three Matched Funding Campaigns. The Yann Martel
Matched Funding Campaign to $5,000 raised $10,400, including Yann's
donation. The James Pelmore Matched Fundraising Campaign to $5,000

raised $10,800. And the Eurithe Purdy Matched Fundraising Campaign
to $10,000 raised $24,844.79.

The Eurithe Purdy campaign ran in celebration of
Eurithe's 99th birthday.

We are so grateful for
the support from our
donors. Long-time | Left: Eurithe Purdy at
foundations who _ | -~ : . the A-frame, fall 2023,
believed in our vision . b :. ' : photo by Paul Elter
way back and stepped | |
up, again. New
foundations who have
supported the
Foundation Project and
joined the legacy. And the individuals who have

made contributions from $10 to $5,000 and everything
in between. The special fundraising campaign has raised
$173,000 to date.

Please consider a donation and indicate it is for the A-frame

Foundation Campaign, so that we can continue to offer writers the

experience of "the seriousness of things beyond our understanding."

www.alpurdy.ca/donate



https://www.alpurdy.ca/donate/
http://www.alpurdy.ca/donate

As is our tradition with the Annual Report the final words

go to some 2023 residents

“It's hard to articulate how valuable and validating this kind of sustained writing time is,
especially as a poet. The sheer gratitude of being given this storied, welcoming
house to write in! The exquisite privilege of not having to worry about my day job!

The serene magic of watching a legendary heron patrol past the house! Every

day at the A-frame was a real joy, and I'm glad | was able to make the most “My
of it.” - MATTHEW HOLLETT time at
the A-frame
was very
inspiring and
productive, and
actually helped me
along in my concussion

Right: Elena Johnson
=, recovery - the peace and

at the desk in the ok ; :
- V 4 quiet, being able to make my

writing shed L4 —_— own schedule, and the immersion in
. nature were all very helpful; | had

o’ .= much more stamina for reading and
writing there than | have had in

”

several years.

“The A-frame itself was an

inspiration - being in the cottage that Al and Eurithe

built, and where so many writers have gathered over the
years; sitting in Eurithe's chair by the picture window; reading
the messages from other writers-in-residence in the logbook;
perusing the bookshelves; reading and writing at Al's desk in the
cool of the writing shed.” - ELENA JOHNSON

“Residing in the county and having the opportunity to travel across the land
was another gift. Fortunately | had my bicycle with me, and | spent some time
on “The Millennium Trail,” which gave me access to the countryside at ground
level. Weaving through farming country, | could imagine the Loyalists clearing the

land and laying down plans for the farms that would provide shelter and sustenance for
many, while at the same time displacing the local Indigenous population, historical realities

that coincide with the thematic concerns of my new project.” - ARMAND RUFFO



"A time to practice and fail, to fail again and to learn, to review, to digest results and to hone.

My residency revolves around the possibility of story and how the telling of it makes us who

we are; that and in combination with one of my studio practices, a process known as
wetplate collodion, which involves making photographs with base materials,
completely hand-made on the spot every time - with real silver. There is A LOT of
failure during the process of making a wetplate image, having a focused place

and time to grow an idea and think about how to set it to the printed page
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act of making

is a colossal privilege

HAVE YOUR

something from
nothing, IS the
practice. Anyone’s life
has many distractions
and requirements
asked of them, this
Tmtyp . ] | nan B time at the A-Frame,

in collsboration with the Al & Edrithe Purdy A

writer and visual artist Pagg Eiter will be on-aits st ves _' Il'l.nhr-ryl sets you free of those
' Musiinm hsgatisni making AEAL tintyps insige. 30l B! 12 Bring Ia
& piney 1300 words ¥y 1t could be & perzonal rec k. o th, ae £ . .
# “ggmmbination bl the two or parhaps s Bttle known Risory of the Toed- intrusions and frees
thah wa are oyrresdly bn or maybe & story abowt Al Pa tirrhis
” g f Images -ﬂ!'lﬂ:u'prn Inko & bank, Everyens who pa { [
During my stay, | traveled to, j j-miolr meipa—L————. - | that distracted mental
set-up, made portraits and e i ; W— space for the act of

gathered stories at every | creation.”
single Museum (5 ) and ] e

g e faundation |
Library ( 6 ) in the County. ™ .

Some locations with extended

stays of three or more days, in total | made 185 plates and

gathered 65 stories, with more to come. Travelling to many of

the rural museums was a real joy; connecting with locals and

tourists alike, at the Rose Museum we set a new record for
attendance in a single day. The portraits | made ran the gamut from 3
year olds to 103 year olds, writers, fishermen, photographers, garage
mechanics, construction workers, financial executives, famers, museum staff
and cyclists, all walks of life. Many people lingering for an hour or more to share
stories and enjoy the process of wetplate photography. Several writers of note had
their portraits made as well, Shani Mootoo, Phil Hall, Armand Ruffo, and Ann
Silversides.” - PAUL ELTER



DIAMOND DONORS
George Galt

Glasswaters Foundation
Good Foundation

Scott Reid

PLATINUM DONORS
Margaret Atwood
Michael Audain
Avie Bennett
Metcalf Foundation

Rosemary Tannock
Yosef Wosk

GOLD DONORS

Suzanne Bolton & Jeff Mooney The Huff Family Fund
Chawkers Foundation Brian D. Johnson
Leonard Cohen John M. and Bernice Parrott Foundation
Houser Henry & Syron

SILVER DONORS

Tom and Helen Galt Yann Martel

Harbour Publishing McClelland & Stewart,
cor . an imprint of
The Scott Griffin Foundation Penguin Random House Canada

David Helwig Sam Solecki

Jean-Marc Lariviéere TD Bank Group
In Honour of Katherine Leyton,

the inaugural writer-in-residence In gving Memoty of Dayid Togg
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